n8 WITH THE PILGRIMS TO MECCA
Hegira, by Sultdn Suleymdn, who also founded, outside
the Harem, a school for fifteen students under a head
master and a preacher for each one of the orthodox sects,
allotting to every school a portion of the floor of the
Harem as a place of worship. These schools are said to
be still flourishing, and are subsidised from the funds of
the Ka'bah.

Before the time of the Prophet the ground on which the
Harem is now situated belonged to several landlords of
the tribe of Kuraish, who laid great store by the property
on account of its proximity to the House of God. To
Omar, the second Caliph, the idea of extending the Harem
first occurred, and it was he who built the walls round it.
The gates were erected by Abdullah Zobair. Thencefor-
ward every Caliph and every Sultin made a point of
beautifying the sacred enclosure until it came at last to
wear its present appearance. However, considering the
enormous sums contributed by the quick and the dead on
purpose to keep it in repair it is being shamefully neglected
in this year of the Flight. How the priests who batten
on the fund can find it in their consciences to watch
the decay of their surroundings without loosening their
purse-strings in order to check it is a source of wonder
to many a child of Islim. They are " resigned/'
these unrighteous stewards, for no other reason than
because theirs is a bed of roses. " After us the Deluge "
is their motto, and it cannot be denied that of all the sacred
places of the Faith that of the Harem, situated as it is in
the gap of the surrounding cliffs and dipping as it does to-
wards the centre where the Ka'bah stands, is the best
adapted to be a target to the winds and the rain. For
the floods, when they descend, rush down the flights of
steps of the .gateways and inundate the open sanctuaries,
and that is why the Ka'bah has been so often destroyed